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MHLW joins Japan'’s first Public-Private Partnership
to facilitate the R&D of new health technologies for the developing world

The Ministry of Health, Lanour and Welfare of Japan supports the research
and development (R&D) of new health technologies for the developing world, through
financing United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and collaborating Global
Health Innovative Technology Fund (GHIT), a non-profit organization based in Japan,
that announced its establishment on April 8 (Appendix 1).

Currently, R&D efforts are insufficient for medicines of diseases that are
disproportionally affecting developing countries, including Neglected Tropical Diseases
(NTDs)!, tuberculosis and malaria, due to small market incentives and a low demand
for these medicines in developed countries. The international community is urged to
provide people with access to affordable essential medicines, in cooperation with
pharmaceutical companies.2

The Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare of Japan, together with the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, contributed 700 million yen respectively, by the
supplementary budget for 2012 (fiscal year), to the United Nations Development
Programme to promote R&D of the medical products for developing countries, as well
as to support their delivery through public-private partnership. GHIT and UNDP will
collaborate together to contribute to this important global health issue, and the
Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare of Japan expects that Japanese

pharmaceutical industry extend global activity in this area (Appendix 2).
(END)

- Contact details for inquiries -
International Affairs Division, Minister’s Secretariat
Tel: 03(5253) 1111 / 03(3595) 2404 (direct)
Contact Person: Hiroyuki HORI, deputy director (ex7292)
Nobuyuki NISHIKIORI, deputy director (ex7318)

*The foregoing is a provisional translation. The date indicated above denotes the date of issue of the
original press release in Japanese.

1 According to the World Health Organization (WHO), NTDs blight the lives of more than 1 billion of the
world’s poorest 2.7 billion people. There are 149 countries and territories where NTDs are endemic, at
least 100 of which are endemic for 2 or more of these diseases, and 30 countries that are endemic for 6
or more. These diseases not only survive and spread in conditions of poverty; they also anchor large
populations in poverty.

2 The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) are eight international development goals that were
officially established following the Millennium Summit of the United Nations in 2000, following the
adoption of the United Nations Millennium Declaration. http://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/oda/mdg/

The Target 8E prescribes “In co-operation with pharmaceutical companies, provide access to affordable,
essential drugs in developing countries”.
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Press Relaase

Glebal Hoalth Imsovetlve Technology Fond

Apsil 8, 2013
Global Health Innovative Technology Fund

Announcement of the Establishment of

The Global Health Innovative Technology Fund
Japan's first public-povate parnership
to advance the development of new health technologes for the developing wordd

The Global Health Innovative Technology Fund (GHIT Fuad), the first public-peivate
partnership of its kind in Japan, today annonneed its official lanneh. The GHIT Fuad
has been established to advance the research and development of new medicines,
vaccines, and diagnostics to fipht infections diseases in the developing wodd

The GHIT Fund aims to reinforee Japan's contribution to global health by developing
fonnd at the conniry’s pharmacentical companies, nniversities and research nstinhions.
In prowding grants for promising sesearch, the Fond will help bodge the pap berween
basic research and climeal smdies, sllowing for noprecedented medicines, vaccines, and

It iz estimated that over 1 hilion of the wordds poomst of the poor soffer from
HIV/ATDS, malana mberculosiz, and neglected tropical diseases {NTDS]I To eliminate
these dizeases, hiphly effective low-cost medicines, vaccines, and dizgnostics are mnch
needed. ‘The GHIT Fuod will facilitate and fond global B&D parmerships that aim to
discover and develop new medicines, vaccines, and dgnostics that can help realize the
elimination of these diseases in the developing wodd.

The GHIT Fnnd was established as a public-private partnesship between the
Government of Japan, a consortmm of Japanese pharmacentical companies (in
alphabetcal order Astellas Pharma Ine; Dasichi Sankyo Company Lod ; Eisas Co_, Lad;
Shionogi & Co., Ltd ; and Takeda Pharmacentical Company Ttd ) and the Bill & Melinda
Gite&Fmﬂd:ﬁmz.ThEGH]TFmdm]]p:u:cﬁv&gueknmﬁ:ﬂhuinmmm
parmers to advance new health technologies for the developing world, and the
betterment of healthcare globally.

To learn more about GHIT Fund, please see gromp phitfngd ore

- Contact details -
Global Health Innovative Technology Fund
PR office (COSMO PR) Contact person: Maman El Mahginh
Tel: 03-5561-2015/Paxr 03-5561-2012
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Ministry of Ministry of Health, Bill &Melinda Japanese
. . Labour and ) -
Foreign Affairs Welfare Gates Foundation Pharmaceuticals

Assistance for . Investment
supply preparation

and delivery

(700 million JPY) Investment

Global Health Innovative Technology Fund
GHIT

Japan-UNDP Partnership Fund \-/

Financial assistance for R&D

(700 million JPY) for R&D

R&D utilizing potential
O\ _| substancesand technologies

Assistance for

Japanese Pharmaceuticals

developing ;
countries Academic Institutions in Japan
International R&D Organizations
| |

R&D of medical productsfor NTD etc.

v

Improving health and medical care in developing countries
through practical use of medical products for NTD etc.




